1917
A YEAR OF PROMISE

I

t was 'All quiet on the Western Front' at the start of 1917. No major battles

were fought in January or February. Both sides were content to let the
worst winter of the war pass and to try to survive the mud, cold and wet as
best they could. The usual trench activities went on, of course, fortifications
were improved, wire was replaced, patrols ventured into No-Man’s Land at
night, guns and mortars spat out their occasional messages of death, and
snipers searched behind their sights for the unwary.
On 1 February Germany made a serious error of judgement when they
declared 'unrestricted' U-boat warfare on ships of any country aiding the
Allies. This eventually provoked President Wilson of America into
abandoning his policy of neutrality, and declaring war on the Axis powers.
America would need 12-months to attain war readiness and to be of use to
the Allies in France or Belgium. However, the mere fact that they had
climbed off the fence, gave a great moral boost to the Allies. On the other
hand, the Axis powers felt that by cutting-off British sources of supply they
could finish them before the Americans were ready to take the field.
On 12 March an event took place which would colour the history of the
remainder of the 20th century – the Russian revolution began.
Also in March, German High Command made a strategic decision to
abandon their long-held trench lines of 1914–1916 and to retire some 25
miles to their newly constructed Hindenburg Line. Before re-positioning
they carried-out a ‘scorched earth’ policy of blowing bridges, roads and
railway stations, firing property and poisoning wells and reservoirs.
During the six months between April and October the French, occupying
the line to the right of the British from Chemin des Dames to the Swiss
frontier, were subjected to bouts of indiscipline and mutiny in their infantry
regiments. Some troops refused point-blank to return to the line. The
majority, however, were prepared to occupy the trenches, but not to
advance against the German guns. Petain, the new French Commander-in83

The wounded... Australian wounded outside a captured German pillbox converted to a dressing station
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Chief, gradually won over the trust of his men with a mixture of strong
discipline and good leadership. Of 23,000 troops charged with the crime of
mutiny, 50 or so were eventually executed.
Early April saw major battles around Arras, the River Scarpe and Vimy.
The Canadians, using medieval caves and tunnels opened by British Royal
Engineers’Tunnelling Companies were able to move their men in complete
safety to the line in front of Vimy Ridge prior to their attack. The enemy, not
expecting an offensive until the end of the month, were taken completely
by surprise with their crack reserve troops held too far in the rear to be of
any use. The Canadians took Vimy Ridge and looked down, for the first time,
on the Douai plain beyond.
The defeat at the Battle of Arras caused the Germans to sack their chief
of staff and followed this some days later by giving Faulkenhausen, their
General Officer Commanding, his marching orders too. By mid-May, having
captured over a mile of the front Hindenburg Line trenches, the battle was
wound down. Net result was a frontage gain of 20 miles to a depth of 5
miles. Total Allied casualties were approximately 160,000 killed, wounded
or missing. German casualties amounted to about the same with over
20,000 prisoners taken.
On the 21 May a heavy bombardment started, continuing until 7 June,
pre-empting the opening of the Battle of Messines. In what is accepted as
the best planned and implemented assault of the war, up to 2,000 guns
firing 3.5 million shells were used to break German resolve. At 3.10 am on
the 7th, just 30 minutes before dawn, 19 deep-dug mines comprising 450
tons of ammonal were triggered below German strong points on the
eastern and southern slopes of the Messines Ridge, stretching from Hill 60
in the north to St. Yves in the south, effectively clearing the ridge of all
resistance. Vibrations were even felt on the south coast of England. Unlike
the Somme a year earlier, the bombardment, coupled with the mines, did
their work well. There was little or no desire to fight left in a dazed and
demoralised foe as nine British and Empire divisions took over the ridge
and the ground beyond. The Battle of Messines cleared all risk of observation
and prevention from the south of the Ypres Salient by the enemy of what
was to be 1917’s major offensive to the north – the Third Battle of Ypres.
Opening on 31 July, Third Ypres constituted in fact eight battles covering
the period from 31 July to 10 November – the Battles of Pilckem,
Langemarck, the Menin Road, Polygon Wood, Broodseinde, Poelcappelle,
First Passchendaele and Second Passchendaele.
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The dead... German dead outside their gun emplacement near Zonnebeke, Belgium
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These in turn became known as the Battles for Passchendaele, a name
that still brings-to-mind carnage and suffering endured under the worst
conditions imaginable. From August onwards the weather around the
Ypres Salient was foul. Drainage systems were eliminated, river banks were
destroyed, shellholes filled with water and trenches became mud-filled
ditches. Metalled roads had been shelled out of existence and plank roads
and walkways substituted. To stray from these man-made paths was to
court oblivion. Again the curse of the troops, trench foot, returned with a
vengeance. Men stood for days up to their knees in water and mud in
footwear which just could not cope with the conditions.*
The Battles for Passchendaele ended with the British, breaking out of
the Salient, and in control of the ground well beyond the German 1st, 2nd
and 3rd line trenches. No fewer than 51 British and Dominion divisions and
78 German divisions were involved. The cost to the British and her
Dominions was 49,611 killed, 232,292 wounded and 29,068 missing.
A measure of the fighting can be judged by the award of 59 Victoria
Crosses during the Battles for Messines and Passchendaele.
To the south of Arras in northern France lies the town of Cambrai where
the last major battle of 1917 took place. This time however, as well as the
infantry, tanks would be employed en-masse. The ground selected by the
Tank Corps was considered most suitable for these mechanical monsters,
weighing up to 30 tons each. At 6.20 am on 20 November, and without the
usual bombardment, upwards of 300 of them lumbered forward. The
enemy was taken completely by surprise and, within four hours, the
Hindenburg Position had been taken. Regrettably, the break in the German
line was not fully exploited due mainly to poor leadership, inadequate
preparation, a shortage of reserves and a war-weary force, most of whom
had been fighting since Third Ypres. Momentum was lost and stalemate
followed.
The year ended with the Russians, now in the midst of building a
Bolshevik State under Lenin and Trotski, suspending hostilities against the
Central Powers. This enabled Germany to move over 30 Divisions from the
east to west. Allied prospects for the New Year now looked grim.
*Authors Note: One soldier serving in the salient with the 1/7th Worcester Regiment
was so badly affected by trench foot that he was hospitalised to Hexham in
Northumberland where he recovered. He was then posted to the Italian Front to fight
against the Austrians until the end of hostilities. He was Private Joseph Leonard
Crompton – my dad… GAC.
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Gun emplacements in a ‘wood’ in Zillebeke, Belgium – known as Sanctuary Wood
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Other Fronts
In the Balkans battles for Lake Prespa took place throughout March and
April, with another three battles for Isonzo taking place on the Italian front.
Renewed activity in Palestine saw battles at Gaza, Jaffa and Jerusalem
which fell to the British in December. In April the Germans moved out of
East Africa. In Mesopotamia the British were successful against the Turks at
Kut and saw the fall of Baghdad. At sea the U-boat war was stepped up a
peg and German destroyers shelled Margate and Broadstairs. In May the
Dover Patrol bombed Zeebrugge.
Moulton
In the Vestry minutes for April, Mr Proudlove, with much feeling, praised
those men of the Church who had gone forth to fight. Later the Vicar
thanked Mr R. Hitchinson for all the hard work he had put in with the choir.
His son, Horace Hitchinson, would later die in India, three weeks before the
end of the war in Europe.
In June, Sir Joseph Verdin wrote to a Mrs Hammerton of Regent Street,
asking for an updated list of men serving in the armed forces. He wished to
send them all a gift of tobacco. This act of kindness was a regular feature of
his interest and affection for the village.
At the end of October a concert was arranged in the Verdin Institute to
swell the coffers of the Red Lion’s Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Patriotic Fund. Artists
taking part were Gunner H. Gunson, of the Principal Lancashire Concerts,
aided by Misses Meakin, Stelfox, Cooper and Leese. Mr Percy Moffit, a comic
and a Moulton favourite, also took part. A house-to-house collection in
November in aid of the Moulton Soldiers and Sailors Christmas Fund raised
£20. This brought the total to £52.
News from the front in 1917 brought much grief to the population of
Moulton. No fewer than seven of its manhood were to give their lives that
year. They were Fred Bates, Harry Hodkinson, Jack Maddock, George
Ravenscroft, Thomas Southern, Enoch Tomlinson and Albert Walker.

89

A ‘Tommy’s-eye-view’ of a sector of the Hindenburg Line
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Dedicated to the Memory of James Frederick Bates
As James Bates closed the door on his little lock-up Grocers shop
in Moulton in April 1916, he little knew that it would be for the last
time. Some days later he enlisted at Winsford in ‘A’ Company, 22nd
Battalion, the Manchester Regiment. Four months later, in August, he
was drafted to the Western Front where he served until his death some
9-10 months later. He was 36 years old. His older brother, Oswald, who
had enlisted during the early days of the war, was wounded at the
outset of the war and discharged.
James was the youngest son of Fredrick and Hannah Bates who, in
1881, were resident at 45 New Road, Over, Winsford. At that time they
had three children, 10-year old John B , 8-year old Gertrude J and
2-year old Oswald L. Fred's father was an Engineer at Messrs Bates
Foundry, also in New Road, Winsford.
Although 35 years of age in 1916, James was unmarried and lived
with his brother John and his wife Emily at 'Westwood', Crook Lane,
Winsford. Towards the end of April 1917 James wrote two letters, one
to his sister-in-law Emily in which he appeared very cheerful, and one
to his brother John. In this, his last letter, he enclosed a sum of money,
explaining that 'He thought it would be safer with them'. He ended his
letter by wishing them goodbye!
On 21 May 1917, 2nd Lieutenant Jackson of the Manchester's,
wrote from near Arras to say that over five days had elapsed since their
last attack and that James had not been seen since. He went on to
explain that sometimes, in the heat of battle, men became separated
from their units and fought alongside others until they could be
re-united with their own Battalion. Sometimes, he continued, men
were adrift for a week or more and it was for this reason that he had
not written sooner. Jackson concluded by saying that he now feared
the worst and that James had been killed in the initial attack on 13
May.
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The Battalion War Diary of the 13th states:
In line at Bullecourt – South East of Arras. At 3.40 am 'A' & 'D' Companies
carried out an attack on the 'Redpatch' in conjunction with the 2nd Royal
Warwick's who attacked from the South West. 'A' & 'D' Companies attacked
from the North East with bayonets fixed. 'B' Company attached to the 1st
South Staffs. 'C' Company remained in a railway embankment. Our own
barrage inflicted severe casualties on 'A' & 'D' Companies. German strong
points engaged 'A' & 'D' Company and Royal Warwick's with machine gun
fire and they were forced to dig in. Sniper fire heavy during the day. 'A' & 'D'
Companies returned to their own trenches at dusk. Attack failed because of
the inaccuracy of our own barrage. Casualties: 109 Killed, Wounded or
Missing.

The body of James Frederick Bates was never recovered and his
name is commemorated on the Arras Memorial to the Missing. This
huge Memorial, designed by Sir Edward Lutyens, carries the names of
35,000 men of the British and Commonwealth Forces who died
between the Spring of 1916 and August 1918 and have no known
grave.
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Private James Frederick Bates

James Frederick Bates, Private No. 40760
22nd Battalion, The Manchester Regiment
Killed in action, Sunday 13 May 1917. Age 36
His name is commemorated on the Arras Memorial and
Faubourg d’Amiens Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 7.

The Arras Memorial and Faubourg d’Amiens Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France
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Private James Frederick Bates
James Frederick Bates’ Awards

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating Private James Frederick Bates name

Winsford Town War Memorial
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Private James Frederick Bates

Christ Church War Memorial,
Wharton, Winsford

St. Chads War Memorial, Over,
Winsford
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Dedicated to the Memory of Harry Hodkinson
Harry Hodkinson, born at 71 Regent Street, Moulton in 1887, was
the fifth son of Thomas and Mary Hodkinson. His father was a
bricklayer and in the 1891 Census is credited with having eight
children including Harry, then 3-years old. From that point on little, if
anything, is known about Harry. At some time prior to 1914 Harry
married a Moulton girl, Sarah Jane, and moved to Barnton, Northwich.
After the start of the war, Harry left his job with Brunner Mond Ltd to
enlist at Northwich. He joined the 3rd Battalion, the Cheshire Regiment.
In November 1915 Lance-Corporal William Hodkinson, one of
Harry's older brothers, in a letter to Mr Bowker, headmaster of Moulton
Council School, said that he was serving with the 10th Cheshire's and
that they were having a hard time of it. Writing from his dugout he said
that his Company were part way through a second spell in the
trenches and that the conditions were appalling. He went on to
describe how thousands of rats and mice plagued them during the
night, living off anything they could find, including the dead bodies of
soldiers in No-Man’s Land. Houses and the Church in the nearby village
had been flattened by German artillery and he complained of the
severe cold which chilled him and his friends to the bone. He and his
pals were very much looking forward to having a go at the enemy .
According to the Regimental History the 3rd Cheshire's were
designated a Special Service battalion. On mobilisation in 1914, the
Battalion proceeded to its war station in Birkenhead. Liverpool and
Birkenhead became 'a Defended Port' and the Garrison was known as
Mersey Defences. The duties of the Cheshire's were to guard the Docks
and other strategic positions around the Wirral. By end 1915 its
strength was over 3,000 men.
Harry was taken ill in August 1917 and died in an Auxiliary Hospital
at Wallasey. The illness he suffered and died from is a mystery. His
funeral took place on 30 August and he was laid to rest in St. Wilfrid's
cemetery, Davenham. The inscription at the base of his headstone
reads 'At Rest'.
Although a resident of Barnton his name does not appear on the
Barnton Parish Church Tablet. His wife, Sarah Jane, re-married after
Harry's death and became Mrs Weston. She settled with her new
husband at 9, Tarn Street, Workington, Cumberland.
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Private Harry Hodkinson

Harry Hodkinson, Private No. 64780
3rd Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment
Died at home, Sunday 26 August 1917. Age 30
He is buried in St Wilfrid's Churchyard Davenham. Old 31.

Harry Hodkinson’s headstone in St Wilfrid's Churchyard, Davenham
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Private Harry Hodkinson
Harry Hodkinson’s Awards

The 1914 –1915 Star

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating Private Harry Hodkinson’s name

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
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Private Harry Hodkinson

Brunner Mond War Memorial, Winnington.
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Dedicated to the Memory of Jack Maddock
On arrival in Belgium on 6 September 1917 as a Pioneer in the
11th Battalion, the Prince of Wales Volunteers (South Lancashire
Regiment), Jack Maddock was transferred into the 7th Battalion
forming part of the 19th Division, 56th Brigade. Two weeks later he
was dead – killed in action in the Ypres Salient – he was 19 years of age.
Jack was the son of George and Sarah Maddock of Regent Street,
Moulton and, before joining the armed forces, worked for Messrs.
Russel Allen of Davenham Hall. He was born in Moulton in 1896 and
had two brothers serving in the forces: George in the Transport
Section of the 10th Cheshire's and Herbert in the Transport Section of
the Royal Field Artillery. George was wounded in 1916 and Herbert
was on his way to France or Flanders when Jack met his death.
On that fateful day, the Brigade was in reserve in dug-outs on the
side of the Ypres–Comines Canal. The 7th Battalion was located on the
north bank and to the west of a pontoon bridge between Spoil Bank
and The Bluff'. As the rest of the brigade assaulted the enemy line
some members of the 7th Battalion were detailed-off to help as
stretcher-bearers to carry wounded from the field. Jack was one of the
men detailed and it was whilst performing this duty that a shell landed
close by killing him instantly.
The body of Jack Maddock was never recovered from the
battlefield and his name is recorded on the Memorial at Tyne Cot, West
Flanders, Belgium. Tyne Cot Memorial is the largest of all the
Commonwealth War Grave Cemeteries.
It took it's name from the British soldiers’ spelling and
pronunciation of the local Flemish dialect for ‘het hennekot’ (hen or
chicken houses) with the common local usage of ‘het’ as ‘t’ and the
silent ‘h’, hence ‘t’hennekot’ (t’ennekot).
In early November 1917 a Service to the memory of Jack Maddock
was held at the Primitive Methodist Church. The Reverend G. Emmett
officiated.
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Private Jack Maddock

Jack Maddock, Private No. 39431
7th (11th) Battalion, The South Lancashire Regiment
Killed in action, Thursday, 20 September 1917. Age 19
His name is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial
Zonnebeke, West Flanders, Belgium. Panel 93

The Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebekke, West Flanders, Belgium
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Private Jack Maddock
Jack Maddock’s Awards

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Private Jack Maddock is also commemorated on the
Moulton Methodist Church Tablet

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
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Private Jack Maddock

Jack Maddock’s Memorial Card
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Dedicated to the Memory of George Ravenscroft
There are few references in the archives to George Ravenscroft.
According to the 1881 Census his mother and father, Edward and
Hannah, lived with their three daughters (aged 11, 9 and 1) at 5
Maddocks Lane, Moulton. Edward was a Salt Boiler with one of the
local Salt Companies. By 1891 the family had moved to 50 Main Road,
Moulton and young George was now on the scene, aged four. By this
time the eldest daughter, Edith (aged 21) had flown the nest. By 1896
the family were living at 68 Main Road and it was in this house that
they remained for the next 25 years.
On leaving school George secured a job with Salt Union Ltd and it
was whilst working for this company that he joined the Royal Field
Artillery sometime into the war. The date of his enlistment is unknown,
but as his name is not present on either the School or Parish Rolls of
Honour for May and July 1915, it can be surmised that he joined up
sometime towards the end of 1915 or even in 1916.
After serving with the RFA, George was transferred to the Loyal
North Lancashire Regiment. It was whilst serving with the regiment's
8th Battalion that he met his death. The Battalion War Diary describes
the action in which George died as follows:
9/10 July 1917 – Battalion in line at Hooge Sector, Ypres.
18 July 1917 – Raid carried out by 100 men of 'C' Company on 'Ignorance
Trench'. Objectives to destroy the trench and capture prisoners for
intelligence purposes.

When the men of the 8th Loyal North Lancs. entered 'Ignorance'
Trench they found it deserted. A devious enemy had flown the coop
and, as a welcome to the North Lancs, they shelled their own front line
and support lines causing many casualties amongst the British troops.
Aside from 23 men dead and wounded a total of 11 men did not
answer their names at roll call after the attack. George Ravenscroft was
one of them. He was 21-years old.
George is one of 17 Moulton men whose bodies were never
accorded a proper Christian burial. His name, as with a number of
other Moulton men, is commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial
at Ypres, Belgium.
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Private George Ravenscroft

George Ravenscroft, Private No. 28034
8th Battalion, The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
Killed in action, Friday 20 July 1917. Age 20
His name is commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial,
Ypres, West Flanders, Belgium. Panel 43

The Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, West Flanders, Belgium
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Private George Ravenscroft
George Ravenscroft’s Awards

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating Private George Ravenscroft’s name

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
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Private George Ravenscroft

Salt Union War Memorial, Winsford
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Dedicated to the Memory of Thomas Southern
Thomas Southern was 21 years of age when he was killed in action
on Saturday 17th February 1917. He was born on 29 December 1895,
the son of Peter and Eliza Southern (née Garner), who lived successively
in Main Road and School Lane, Moulton, at the turn of the century.
Later on the family left Moulton to live at Weaver Street, Winsford.
Thomas had at least three other siblings, James, Rachel and Eliza. On
leaving school he secured employment as a boxmaker with Salt Union
Ltd.
After his wedding Thomas and his new wife rented a house at
Bradford Mill Cottages, Meadow Bank. In June 1916 he presented
himself for enlistment under the 'Derby' scheme at Winsford and
found himself a member of the Cheshire Regiment. At first Thomas
served with the 14th Battalion but later transferred to the 10th
forming part of the 7th Brigade, 25th Division. He enjoyed a last leave
in October 1916 before saying goodbye to his wife and marching off
into oblivion.
The Battalion War Diary for 1917 records that on 17 February
whilst occupying trenches at Ploegsteert, one officer and 65 other
ranks were ordered to raid the German lines next to Factory Farm.
During the attack the Cheshire's bombed the German dugouts
inflicting many casualties. They destroyed bomb dumps and
equipment and took ten prisoners. Unfortunately, eight of these men
were killed by their own 'friendly' machine gun fire as they crossed
No-Man’s land towards the British lines.
It was during this attack that Thomas Southern lost his life. He was
first wounded in the arm whilst fighting in a German trench and
ordered back to his lines to receive attention. As he approached the
haven of his own trenches he was mortally wounded in the head by a
bullet fired from behind. Platoon Sergeant Collins, in a letter to Mrs
Southern, said that he and Thomas had been the best of friends, both
in and out of the line, and that Thomas was a good soldier. He
expressed his deepest sympathy.
Sadly, lightning does sometimes strike twice in the same place. In
December 1918 James Southern, serving with the 2nd Cheshire
Regiment, and Thomas's elder brother, died of wounds in Salonika. His
grave is in the Mikra British Cemetery in Greece.
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Private Thomas Southern

Thomas Southern Private No. 44284
10th Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment
Killed in action, Saturday, 17 February 1917. Age 21
His name is commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial
Comines-Warneton, Belgium. Panels 4 and 5.

The Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Belgium.
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Private Thomas Southern
Thomas Southern’s Awards

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating Private Thomas Southern’s name

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
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Private Thomas Southern

Winsford Town War Memorial

Salt Union War Memorial, Winsford

St. Chads War Memorial, Over, Winsford
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Dedicated to the Memory of Enoch Tomlinson
Enoch Tomlinson was born at 23 Regent Street on 5 October 1893.
His parents Isaac (25) and Fanny (24) already had one daughter, Emma
(2), when he arrived in this world. Fanny originated from Winnington,
Northwich, Isaac from Moulton. He was a Salt Boiler with one of the
local salt companies.
On leaving Moulton Council School, he took a job with Salt Union
Ltd. In 1926 this company, along with Brunner Mond, merged with
other manufacturers to form the great Imperial Chemical Industries
(ICI). As a teenager Enoch played football for Northwich Vics., was well
known locally as an outstanding outside right, renowned for his speed
and dribbling skills. He was a fine looking young man and very
popular with the ladies. His sweetheart in early 1916 was Lily Gandy, a
Moulton girl.
In Northwich, on 18 May 1916, Enoch enlisted in the Royal
Garrison Artillery. Later he would transfer to the Royal Horse/Royal
Field Artillery, 57th Trench Mortar Battery. Before leaving for France,
Enoch gave Lily a gold and ruby 'Friendship' ring. He said that he
hadn't bought an engagement ring for he had a funny feeling that he
might not return. This ring is still treasured by Lily's niece, Beryl
Lumsden, who still lives in the village.
In a letter dated 1 May 1917, Enoch's sister received the following
news from the Assistant Matron at Wimereux Hospital, France:
Dear Miss Tomlinson, I am very sorry to have to tell you that your brother
died in this hospital at 4.45pm on 30th April 1917. He passed quietly and
peacefully away and was unconscious at the end. He was very badly
wounded and died as a result of his wounds. With Sympathy, Yours
Sincerely ……(Illegible) Asst. Matron.

Enoch was 23 years old when he died at Wimereux Hospital. He is
buried in the communal cemetery there and is in good company. The
poet, Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae who wrote In Flanders Fields,
lies close by.
According to the Electoral Rolls Isaac was still living at 23 Regent
Street in 1919. There is no mention of his wife Fanny.
Isaac, Enoch's father, had the following inscribed on his son's
headstone.
Gone but not forgotten
From Dad, Brothers and Sisters
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Gunner Enoch Tomlinson

Enoch Tomlinson, Gunner No. 4202850
57th Trench Mortar Battery, Royal Field Artillery, Royal Horse Artillery
and Royal Garrison Artillery
Died of wounds, Monday 30 April 1917. Age 23.
Buried at Wimereux Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. II.J.5

Enoch Tomlinson’s Headstone in Wimereux Communal Cemetery,
Pas de Calais, France.
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Gunner Enoch Tomlinson
Enoch Tomlinson’s Awards

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating Gunner Enoch Tomlinson’s name

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
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Gunner Enoch Tomlinson

Salt Union War Memorial, Winsford

Enoch Tomlinson’s Memorial Card
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Dedicated to the Memory of Albert V Walker
Just after war was declared, the brothers Walker, Harold and Albert
(Bert), made their way to the Recruiting Office in Northwich and
signed up for the duration. Harold was posted to the Cycle Corps and
Albert to the Cheshire Regiment. They were the sons of Mr and Mrs G
Walker of Mayfield Cottage, Main Road, Moulton.
Both boys were born in Moulton and attended the local Council
School, a stones throw away from their home. In May 1915 they were
included in the School's Roll of Honour. On leaving school, Bert
secured a prestigious a job in the laboratory of Brunner Mond &
Company at Winnington. He was also a chorister and sang in the
church choir at St. Stephens.
As soon as Bert completed his initial training he qualified as a
machine gunner and was attached to one of the four companies
which made up the 10th Battalion. Soon afterwards the Battalion
became part of the 7th Brigade, 25th Division, and ordered to the
Western Front.
In November 1915 one of Bert's pals, writing to his uncle at Lodge
Farm, Moulton said that he and his brother, Sydney Proudlove, had
met up with both Harold and Bert Walker at rest camp. They had
shared a few beers and swapped stories about their life back in the
village. He went on to say that he thought that Harold Walker had
been drafted to the Serbian Front.
On 16 February 1917 Albert Walker was manning a trench near
Ploegsteert when a shell exploded near by. A fragment of the shell
found its mark and Albert was evacuated to the nearby casualty
clearing station. He died the same day of his wounds. He was 19-years
old.
On 6 April 1917 the Reverend J. C. Turner conducted a memorial
service to Bert Walker in front of a packed congregation in St.
Stephens.
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Private Albert V Walker

Albert V Walker Private No. 13591
10th Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment
Died of wounds, Friday, 16 February 1917. Age 19
He is buried in Bailleul Cemetery Extension, Nord, France. III.A.38

Albert Walker’s headstone in Bailleul Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.
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Private Albert V Walker
Albert Walker’s Awards

The 1914 –1915 Star

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating Private Albert Walker’s name

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
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Private Albert V Walker

Brunner Mond War Memorial, Winnington.
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German infantry on their way through Ploegsteert Wood, Belgium during their spring offensive in1918
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