1918
Defeat Into Victory

A

1918, German High Command saw a window of
opportunity that would inflict a crippling blow that would lead to
victory. With extra divisions released from the eastern front it would take
advantage of its superior numbers before the untried Americans could take
the field. Time was of the essence, for its policy of unrestricted U-boat
activity had failed against newly devised 'convoy' systems. Ludendorff
decided to hit British lines from Arras to St. Quentin with his 'Operation
Michael'. He knew that, with the British defeated, he could deal with the
French at his leisure. On the night of 20 March, after a short bombardment,
his troops attacked en-masse. Despite heroic efforts by the defenders their
lines were breached. On the first day both sides suffered some 40,000
casualties. In addition, the British lost over 500 guns. Of the 40,000 British
casualties over 21,000 became prisoners of war.
In the days following, the Germans re-took the old battlefields of 1916.
Their advance however was not without difficulty, for the quality of these
troops left much to be desired. Within two weeks 'Operation Michael' had
shot its bolt and was stopped some 10 miles short of Amiens.
Between 9 and 29 April, Ludendorff made another attempt to break
through with his ‘Operation Georgette'. Over 20 days, battles raged at the
River Lys, Estaires, Messines, Hazebrouk, Bailleul, Kemmel, Bethune, and the
Scherpenberg. At first the Germans made good progress against
demoralised troops of the Portuguese 2nd Division at Neuve-Chapelle.
They followed this by capturing Messines village and some of its now
infamous ridge. Appeals by Haig to the French for reinforcements fell at
first, on stoney ground. Haig then issued his now famous Order of the Day
to try to lift his tired and weary troops:
t the start of

There is no other course open to us but to fight it out. Every position must be held to the last
man. There must be no retirement. With our backs to the wall and believing in the justice of our
cause each one must fight to the end. The safety of our homes and the freedom of mankind
alike depend upon the conduct of each one of us at this critical moment.
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The arrival of two fresh British divisions and the 1st Australian Division
eased the situation, but the retreat continued. Passchendaele Ridge, taken
at such cost in October 1917, was forfeited for better positions to the east
of Ypres. In Picardy, preceded by a mixed bombardment of explosive and
mustard gas shells, German tanks broke through on a three mile front and
captured Villers-Bretonneux. It was during this fight that the first tank
versus tank battle took place. That night, Rawlinson took the initiative and
let the 13th and 15th Australian Brigades off the leash. The Aussies,
supported by the British 18th and 58th Divisions, stormed back into VillersBretonneux. Despite further small advances the enemy had run out of
steam leaving Ludendorff no option but to call-off the offensive.
In Britain at the end of April, the age of conscription was raised from 41
to 50 – indicating clearly that Britain was running out of men. In June,
Spanish flu began to sweep through the ranks of the German Army, helped
by their poor physical state.
Having soaked up all that the Germans could throw at them in March
and April, it was the turn of the Allies to go on the offensive. Haig, planned

Time for a cup of tea ...
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and executed a brilliant campaign which brought the German Army to it's
knees. At 4.20 am on 8 August the British 4th Army, attacked over the old
killing fields of the Somme, quickly taking the German 1st, 2nd and 3rd line
beyond. Australian and Canadians pushed forward for eight miles taking
guns and prisoners as they went. At the end of the day the German Army
was in disarray, losing over 27,000 men. Ludendorff later wrote that 8
August 1918 was the blackest day in the history of the German Army.
Despite opposition from the French General Foch, Haig insisted that his
3rd Army should be used to outflank the Germans, and was fully vindicated
by the success of this plan, bringing the German Army to the brink of
despair. On 11 August, a severely mauled Ludendorff offered to resign. The
Kaiser refused, but accepted that the end was near, and that Germany must
search for a way out. Over the next three months the pace of events
quickened with German determination crumbling in the face of relentless
pressure from the Allies. Losses were heavy on both sides as Allied troops
punched holes in the German lines from the Channel to Verdun. At the end
of September the Hindenburg Line was breached and German resolve was

... and a smoke
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German resolve was fast running out ...
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fast running out. They knew they could no longer hope to salvage anything
other than an 'honourable' peace. They were tenacious to the end, and
fought no less hard as they retreated, than had the BEF in their retreat from
Mons in 1914. In October, as the advance continued, a series of diplomatic
notes were handed to Germany, the third demanding unconditional
surrender, leaving no honourable exit for the Germans. Certainly its front
line troops could not accept that they had been defeated – they were still
occupying enemy soil. Time would prove that the 'disgrace' of unconditional
surrender, would generate a canker of hate in the hearts of many Germans,
not the least of whom, was a moustachioed Bavarian infantry corporal,
wounded south of Bapaume in 1916 and gassed in Flanders in 1918 – one
Adolf Hitler. Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated in early November and was
accepted into exile by the Dutch.
The terms of the Armistice were signed in a railway carriage near
Retondes in the Forest of Compiegne at 5.05 am on 11 November 1918.
The main requirements were: 1) Germany, with immediate effect, was to
evacuate all occupied territory, including Alsace-Lorraine; 2) The Allies
would occupy all German territory up to the Rhine (and did so until June
1930); 3) Germany would surrender huge quantities of arms including all
U-boats; 4) The German fleet was to be disarmed and interned.
At 11.00 am on the 11th day of the 11th month, peace reigned.
Other Fronts
Whilst the activity on the Western Front dominated, war was still being
waged in other lands. Battles were fought from Mesopotamia to India.
British Forces fought numerous battles in Palestine finally capturing Sidon,
Beirut and Aleppo in October. In Italy the Allies got the upper hand at Piave
and were the first of the Allies to set foot on enemy territory when they
marched into Austria in early November. After many reverses and fierce
fighting the Turks finally surrendered after the British occupied Mosul in
early November. The British Navy still controlled the seas and, in April, a
fleet of over 70 vessels successfully landed an assault force at the German
U-boat base at Zeebrugge, took the heavily defended ‘mole’ and rendered
the base unusable by blocking the approach canal with naval hulks. On the
other hand, sailors of the German High Seas Fleet, knowing that further
resistance was futile, refused to take their ships to sea.
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The railway carriage in which the Armistice was signed
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Moulton
New Years eve saw a concert and supper dance at the Verdin Institute in
aid of the Red Lion’s Soldiers and Sailors Patriotic Fund. The founder and
secretary of the fund, Mr Joseph Winstanly led the team that made the
arrangements and bookings. The concert party was the Winnington New
Stars Pierrot Troop and the dance orchestra was led by Mr Prests. £20 was
raised for the Fund.
At a committee meeting of the Soldiers and Sailors Christmas Comforts
Fund, in February, the Vicar, Reverend J. C. Turner took the chair. The
treasurer, Mr J. Winstanly, said that £101.16s.0d had been raised over the
year. After making grants to men serving at the front, it was decided to
subscribe five shillings each to those men of the village who had received
their discharge after serving overseas. In addition a subscription of £5 was
allocated for local prisoners-of-war.
June saw the departure from the village and St Stephen's of Reverend J.
C. and Mrs Turner to take up a new living at Ravenstone Dale, Westmorland.
During his ministry he saw the erection of the Church Hall. In August the
new vicar Reverend J. T. Vale MA was instituted.
Because of the influenza epidemic sweeping the country and indeed
the world, the headmaster of the Council School, Mr H. W. Bowker* was
forced to close the school from July to January 1919.
Although war’s end, and the long-awaited peace in 1918 was celebrated
in Moulton as it was throughout the country, it was a year for grieving for
many in the community.
Another 12 men of Moulton had lost their lives in the last year of the
conflict. Corporal Arnold Buckley, Leading Seaman William Henry Cookson,
Private Walter Didsbury, Corporal John William Foster, Private Harry Groves,
Private Horace Hitchinson, Private John William Jones, Private Oliver
Middleton, Private James Southern, Second-Lieutenant Dan Tomlinson,
Private Peter Wakefield and Private Arthur Frederick Wilkinson were to
make the supreme sacrifice in that year of Allied victory.
*Mr Harold Walter Bowker served as Headmaster of the village Council School from
1910 to 1922. He lived, with his wife Ann, at 'Elia', Jack Lane, Moulton.
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British troops crossing the Hohenzollern Bridge into Cologne, November 1918
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Dedicated to the Memory of Arnold Buckley
Arnold Buckley was born in Middlewich in 1892. Before then his
parents, James and Mary, lived at 52 Princess Street, Wharton,
Winsford. James was a Salt Boiler. On his marriage to his sweetheart
Elizabeth, Arnold settled in Moulton and it was from here, in March
1915, that he enlisted into the Cheshire Regiment.
In July 1915 Arnold is shown on the Moulton Roll of Honour as
serving in the 3rd Battalion. Usually a regiment's 3rd Battalion was
restricted to either training duties at base HQ or 'Special Reserve'
duties in the immediate locality. Later in 1915 he was drafted to the
front with the 1st Battalion and served continuously in at least two
theatres of war for three years. He was promoted to the rank of
Corporal and was never far away from the sharp end of the conflict.
During his service he was wounded three times and gassed once,
which succinctly sums up the kind of war he experienced. The
Regimental History reads:
On the night of 20/21st August, the Battalion marched to its assembly
position west of Bucquoy... Starting just before dawn, under a heavy
barrage, the infantry advance began in pitch darkness and a heavy ground
mist, which made co-operation and maintenance of direction very difficult.
Bucquoy and the second objective were swiftly taken, hostile outposts
being completely taken off guard, and offering little resistance…
Achiet was captured without very heavy casualties by 'A' and 'B' Companies,
which with 'C' Company, pushed on through the village to the final
objective, the railway line. 'D' Company was left to mop up a large number
of prisoners, a battery of artillery, and many machine guns. As the Battalion
debouched from the village, the fog lifted and the leading companies…
‘came under heavy machine gun fire from beyond the railway and from
both flanks. But this did not stop them from fighting their way up the hill,
reaching the railway line, and holding it…’ the usual determined
counter-attack was made, mainly on the left flank, and was successfully
repulsed.

The Battalion went into action 600 strong and lost no less than 300
killed and wounded on this day, three officers being killed and eight
wounded. The Battalion was relieved in the evening. Arnold Buckley
was one of those killed in this attack.
Just before he was killed on 21 August 1918 Arnold spent 14 days
at home on leave with his family. The body of Arnold Buckley were
never recovered from the battlefield and his name is commemorated
on Vis-en-Artois Memorial at Pas de Calais. Arnold had three other
brothers serving. One was badly wounded early on in the war and
discharged, the other two survived to tell their children and grand
children about their experiences.
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Corporal Arnold Buckley

Arnold Buckley, Corporal No. 25674
1st Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment
Killed in action, Wednesday 21 August 1918. Age 26
His name is commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial
Pas de Calais, France. Panel 16

The Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Pas de Calais, France
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Corporal Arnold Buckley
Arnold Buckley’s Awards

The 1914 –1915 Star

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating Private Arnold Buckley’s name

St. Chads War Memorial
Over, Winsford
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Corporal Arnold Buckley

Christ Church War Memorial, Wharton, Winsford
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Dedicated to the Memory of William Henry Cookson
At the end of his short leave, William Cookson kissed his wife Millie
and his 4-year old daughter, Annie, and said his goodbyes. He asked
them to wave him off from outside 23 Regent Street, Moulton which
they shared with Millie's uncle, Isaac Tomlinson and his family. As he
held his wife he whispered that he had a 'funny' feeling that he would
not be coming back. When he reached the junction with Main Road he
turned and saluted them. It was the last time they would see him alive.
Two weeks later, on 20 January 1918, he lay, with 12 of his shipmates,
at the bottom of the English Channel. His ship, H.M.S. Mechanician,
was torpedoed by a German U-Boat, some eight miles off St. Catherine's
Point on the Isle of Wight. William was 31-years old.
Born in 1886, he was the son of William and Ann Cookson of 28
Alan Street, Northwich. He joined the Royal Navy and, on completing
his service, was placed on the Naval Reserve. He married Millie
Tomlinson and they settled in Moulton Village where they had one
child – Annie. He worked for the River Navigation Trustees as a diver
until called-off the Reserve on 6 August 1914. He was the very first of
230 Moulton men to march off to war.
His naval record shows time served aboard His Majesty's Ships,
Calliope, Andromeda, Sutlej, Amphritite, Rinaldo, Minotaur and finally
Mechanician. After his time serving on Amphritite he was trained as a
gunner at Devonport, before joining Rinaldo, a coastal ship.
Towards the end of 1914, H.M.S. Minotaur, with William aboard,
was involved in the bombardment of the Belgian coast inflicting
heavy punishment on the German coastal defences there. In it's turn,
Minotaur was attacked by coastal guns, air ships and submarines,
eventually taking direct hits before limping to nearby Dunkirk to
disembark her wounded. She then took course to Dover for repair and
refit before returning to shell Zeebrugge for another four days. William
recounts how his gun layer, standing beside him, was struck by a piece
of shell which went in at the knee and out at the ankle.
/...
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In July 1915, William's name appeared on the Moulton Village Roll
of Honour and showed him serving again in Rinaldo. Sometime in
mid-1917 he joined Mechanician a former cargo liner.
January 1918 was a traumatic month for the Cookson family.
William was lost on the 20th and his younger brother, Herbert, serving
with the 12th Battalion, Cheshire Regiment, was killed 10 days later
whilst fighting in Macedonia. His remains are interred in Doiran
Military Cemetery, Greece, close to the Yugoslav border.
After the death of William, Millie received £149.3s.7d from her
husband's estate. Annie eventually married Leslie Carter from Meadow
Bank and they settled at 23 Regent Street, Moulton. Their only
daughter Glenys now lives in Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire.
As with most of the '34' there remain unanswered questions. In
the case of William, there is a question mark as to why his name
appears on both the Winsford Town War Memorial and also that of St.
Chads, Over, Winsford. In Ann Clayton's book 'A Cheshire Parish at War',
written in dedication to the men whose names appear on St. Chads
War Memorial, William's home address is given as 148 Dingle Lane,
Winsford. This is a mystery to both Glenys Clarke (Millie's
grand-daughter) and the rest of her family. It may well be that Millie
and her daughter, Annie, went to live with a relative for a short while
after William’s death and before she married Leslie Carter and moved
back to 23 Regent Street, Moulton.

134

Leading Seaman William Henry Cookson

William Henry Cookson, Leading Seaman/Acting Petty Officer
SS/582 (RFR/DEV/B/2690). Royal Navy
H.M.S. Mechanician
Killed in action, Sunday 20 January 1918. Age 31
His name is commemorated on the Naval War Memorial, Devon. Panel 26

The Naval War Memorial, Devon.
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Leading Seaman William Henry Cookson
William H Cookson’s Awards

The 1914 –1915 Star

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating Leading Seaman William Cookson's name

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
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Leading Seaman William Henry Cookson

Winsford Town War Memorial

Northwich Town War Memorial

St. Chads War Memorial Over, Winsford
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Leading Seaman William Henry Cookson

William Cookson’s name remembered on the headstone of his wife in St. Wilfrid's
Churchyard, Davenham

William Cookson’s Memorial Card
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Leading Seaman William Henry Cookson

The telegram informing William Cookson’s family of his death
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Dedicated to the Memory of Walter Didsbury
Walter Didsbury and his older brother George enlisted together at
Northwich at the outbreak of war. In 1915 their names were recorded
on both the Parish and Council School Rolls of Honour as serving with
the 12th Battalion, the Cheshire Regiment. They were born at 9 Regent
Street, Moulton and were the sons of George and Mary Didsbury.
Walter was born in 1890 and George in 1888.
Before taking the King's shilling Walter was employed as a
chauffeur by Messrs I Robinson and Sons of Northwich. In September
1915 he was posted to France and there he remained until wounded
in the right shoulder in May 1916. He was immediately sent for
treatment at Cheltenham Hospital and later spent some time at home
recovering to full fitness. He was transferred to the 12th Battalion and
posted to Salonica. Coincidentally, his brother George, was also
transferred into the same battalion at more or less the same time.
Whilst on a short leave in August 1918, George decided to take the
plunge and married his sweetheart Charlotte Ashworth. After a brief
honeymoon he re-joined his regiment in Macedonia.
The History of the Cheshire Regiment in Macedonia, carries a full
account of the battle in which the 12th Battalion took part, and in
which Walter Didsbury lost his life. It reads:
The military situation on the Struma (River) was one of stalemate for
nearly two years... On August 8th 1918, the decision was taken by the
Higher Command to put into operation the plan of a Serbian strategist,
Voivode Nischitch…. on the front held by the British troops. 'P' Ridge, the
strongest natural fortress in Europe was of predominant importance, and it
was well know to both sides that the fall of this ridge would immediately be
followed by the invasion of Bulgaria…
The attack began on September 15th and by the night of the 16th six
Serbian divisions and one cavalry division were pouring through the gap
made on 15th... The Bulgarian Army were cut in two…. After four days
preliminary bombardment and wire cutting, the 66th Infantry Brigade, led
by the 12th Battalion (Cheshire Regiment), attacked the Ridge... At 'zero',
eight minutes past 5 am, the Battalion advanced to attack the formidable
whale-backed ridge several hundred metres high…
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Then followed a detailed account of the attack which goes on to
say that the preliminary gas bombardment had little effect and that
the artillery were unable to make any impression on the strong
dug-outs of the enemy. 'A' Company fought their way into the enemy
trenches where severe hand to hand fighting took place. Colonel
Clegg-Hill then led an attack on the next ridge but was checked by
the detonation of a bomb dump causing many casualties and
confusion. Heavy machine gun fire coupled with a barrage of trench
mortars and flame-throwers made the going very, very difficult. In the
face of this onslaught the Battalion pressed home their attack and
stormed their objective. Colonel Clegg-Hill was now mortally
wounded and assisted to a shell hole to be looked after by a medic.
The enemy then counter-attacked with machine guns. The
enfilading fire was merciless, 'B' and 'C' Companies were annihilated.
So severe was the cross fire that nothing could survive in the area. The
12th Battalion simply ceased to exist and somewhere among the
dead lay Walter Didsbury. He was 28-years old. Some 50 or 60
survivors withdrew to Jackson's ravine where the remnants of the
Brigade were reorganised. Casualties: 8 Officers killed including the
Commanding Officer, Colonel Clegg-Hill, 10 Officers wounded, 274
other ranks killed, wounded or missing.
The 12th Battalion was led away from the action by the only
unwounded officer. By 23 September the Bulgarian Army was in full
retreat and pursued by other units of the British Salonica Force. For
their gallant conduct The 12th Battalion was awarded the Croix de
Guerre by the French.
On 16 May 1919 a Memorial Service was held for Walter Didsbury
in the Primitive Methodist Church in Moulton where he had served as
a Sunday school teacher. Walter's wife Charlotte opened a
confectioners business in Station Road, Northwich. Later, she married
Walter's friend and best man, Edward Alcock. They had one daughter,
Sarah (Sally) who was born in October 1920.
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Private Walter Didsbury

Walter Didsbury, Private No. 13954
12th Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment
Killed in action Thursday, 19 September 1918. Age 28
He is buried in Doiran Military Cemetery, Greece. VI.E.2

Walter Didsbury’s headstone in Doiran Military Cemetery, Greece
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Private Walter Didsbury
Walter Didsbury’s Awards

The 1914 –1915 Star

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating Private Walter Didsbury’s name

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
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Private Walter Didsbury

Northwich Town War Memorial
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Private Walter Didsbury

George and Charlotte Didsbury
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Dedicated to the Memory of John (Jack) William Foster
Regrettably, there is very little written locally about the life of John
(Jack) William Foster. Maybe this is because, at the time of his death, he
lived at Newbridge, some distance from Moulton Village.
The 1891 Census records Jack (aged 1) living with his parents,
Herbert and Harriet, at 74 Regent Street, Moulton along with his two
sisters Sarah (aged 1) and Lilly (2 months). Harriet certainly wasted no
time in having her babies – three in well under three years is pretty
smart going. Herbert earned his living as a Salt Boiler, possibly at the
Newbridge Salt Works.
At some time Jack went to live in Newbridge. However, there is no
record as to whether this move was to accompany his parents or
because of his marriage. What is certain is that at the start of hostilities,
he enlisted at Northwich in the 2nd Battalion, Prince of Wales'
Volunteers (South Lancashire Regiment). This battalion became part of
the 75th Brigade, 25th Division.
Jack served on the Western Front and was promoted to the rank
of Corporal. The Battalion War Diary for early April 1918 mentions that
they are in billets in the Ypres Salient at Le Bizet and Rosignol Camp,
Nieppe. During the early morning of 10 April, information was
received that British lines were under sustained attack at Ploegsteert.
At 9.30 am orders were received to move forward to positions 2,000
yards west of Ploegsteert. Battalion HQ was set up at Regina Farm.
At 11.30 am about 100 stragglers of the 8th Border Regiment
came in and were deployed alongside the South Lancs. At 5 pm the
Battalion were ordered to attack and to re-take Ploegsteert village. The
attack failed and, during the assault, Jack Foster lost his life. His body
was never recovered from the battlefield and his name is
commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial to the Missing. He is in
good company for there are 11,000 others who were also lost during
the conflict and have no known graves. Jack Foster was 28-years old.
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Corporal John (Jack) William Foster

John (Jack) William Foster, Corporal No. 31471
2nd Battalion, the South Lancashire Regiment
Killed in action, Wednesday, 10 April 1918. Age 28
His name is commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial
Comines-Warneton, Belgium. Panel 6 and 7.

The Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Belgium
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Corporal John (Jack) William Foster
John (Jack) William Foster’s Awards

The 1914 –1915 Star

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Corporal John (Jack) William Foster’s name is also
commemorated on the Moulton Methodist Church Tablet

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
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Dedicated to the Memory of Harry Groves
There is very little documented about the life of Harry Groves. The
Electoral Rolls for 1919 show Harry's wife Alice living with her children,
at 46 Main Road, Moulton. Before the war Harry worked for Salt Union
Limited, most likely in the local Salt Mine, or at the Newbridge Salt
Works.
Harry enlisted in the Cheshire Regiment early on and was posted
to the 9th Battalion. In July 1915 he is shown on the Moulton Parish
Roll of Honour as serving in the 3rd Cheshire's which, more than likely,
was their training battalion.
Sometime before hostilities drew to their close, on the morning of
11 November 1918, Harry was severely wounded and taken to one of
three General Hospitals at Le Treport, Seine-Maritime. It was here in
the care of the nursing staff, that he died of his wounds on 14
November 1918, three days after the Armistice had been signed. The
Regimental History recounts the 9th Battalion's actions between 2–7
November as follows:
The 9th Battalion went into the line in front of Sommaing (due north
of Le Cateau) on 2–3 November. The enemy, having withdrawn, the two
leading companies pushed forward to regain touch (with them). They
came under fire from machine guns near Jenlain… The whole front was
subjected to bombardment. A platoon of the 9th Battalion managed to get
into Jenlain. This made the enemy withdraw… All these movements were
carried out not only under hostile but also under 'friendly' artillery fire.
On the 4th, the attack on Jenlain was resumed under a barrage, which
again caused some casualties to our men…. On the 7th, the 9th Battalion
took part in an attack by the 57th Brigade on Bellignies. All objectives were
gained, but the war diary had a great deal to say about our artillery barrage
which made the attack 'very difficult and dangerous proceeding'. Our
casualties (over this period) were nine officers wounded, 12 men killed and
132 wounded.

His wife Alice had the following inscribed on his headstone:
Gone but no forgotten
From his dear wife
and children
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Private Harry Groves

Harry Groves, Private No. 25054
9th Battalion,The Cheshire Regiment
Died of wounds, Thursday, 14 November 1918 Age NK
He is buried in Mont Huon Military Cemetery
Le Treport, Seine-Maritimes, France. X.A.3A

Harry Groves’ headstone in Mont Huon Military Cemetery
Le Treport, Seine-Maritimes, France
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Private Harry Groves
Harry Groves’ Awards

The 1914 –1915 Star

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating Private Harry Groves’ name

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
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Private Harry Groves

Salt Union War Memorial, Winsford
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Dedicated to the Memory of Horace Hitchinson
Generally, when people write about the Great War, they write of
the Western Front and Gallipoli. Little is said of other fronts, and of the
men of the British and Commonwealth who were killed and maimed
in those forgotten fields. Battles raged throughout the world in the
Balkans, Caucasus, Italy, Palestine, Mesopotamia, Africa and India and
it was in India, during the 3rd Afghan War, that Horace Hitchinson died
for his King and country.
The son of Richard Columbus and Charlotte Elizabeth Hitchinson
of 17 Main Road, Moulton, he was born on 22 August 1892. Richard
was a blacksmith and, prior to his marriage, lived in Church Street.
Before setting up home in Main Road the family lived successively at 8
Kennerleys Lane and 66 Main Road. Before Horace appeared on the
scene in 1892 the family totalled seven.
In his last year at Moulton Council School Horace was punished for
'Inattention to work' – 2 strokes of the cane. On leaving school he
joined Brunner Mond Ltd and went to work at its Winnington site in
Northwich. When war was declared, he responded to Lord Kitchener's
appeal and enlisted at Winsford in the 8th Battalion, the Cheshire
Regiment, the first Cheshire battalion to be raised in Kitchener's 'New
Army'.
After his initial training, during the first half of 1915, Horace found
himself on board HMS Ivernia heading for Gallipoli. After 8 months of
fighting the Turks, and with little or nothing to show for it, the Allied
Expeditionary Force stole away and into the night of 9 January 1916.
On re-organisation, the battalion sailed for India and more
confrontation – this time it was against the Afghans.
The Third Afghan War claimed the lives of 1,810 British soldiers in
the Great War. Horace Hitchinson was one of them. He died 20 days
before the Armistice was signed. He was 26-years old. It is not known
how Horace died, however he was not killed in action. It may well be
that he died of wounds, sickness or accident.
His name is commemorated on the Kirkee War Memorial, India.
Regrettably, many troops who died, including Horace, are buried in
civil and cantonment cemeteries around India and Pakistan where
their graves can no longer be properly maintained.
The Committee of the Verdin Institute in Church Street, wrote a
letter of condolence to Richard and Charlotte. Richard, was a member
of the Institute and had served on the Management Committee for
some years. In 1919 Richard and Charlotte moved back to 66 Main
Road.
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Private Horace Hitchinson

Horace Hitchinson, Private No. 3/64818
8th Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment
Died on Tuesday, 22 October1918. Age 26.
His name is commemorated on the Kirkee 1914–1918 Memorial, India. Face 4.

The Kirkee 1914–1918 Memorial, India.
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Private Horace Hitchinson
Horace Hitchinson’s Awards

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating Private Horace Hitchinson’s name

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
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Private Horace Hitchinson

Brunner Mond War Memorial, Winnington.
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Dedicated to the Memory of John William Jones
John William Jones, a Liverpudlian, was a proud son of that great
seaport and little or nothing can be found about him in the Moulton
local press, school or parish records.
He was employed at Helsby Wire Works and married Eleanor
Swann of Castle, Northwich around 1911. They lived with Eleanor's
parents, Mr and Mrs Robert Swann, at 36 Regent Street, Moulton.
John enlisted in Liverpool during the early stages of the war with
the 18th King's Liverpool (2nd Liverpool Pals). In late 1915 the
battalion sailed for France and was involved in the Battle of the
Somme on 1 July 1916. The Scousers occupied the line North of
Maricourt and close to the right flank of the British line. In fact they
were the fourth Battalion along from the French with the 4th
Manchester's on their right and the 8th East Surreys on their left. It was
Captain Nevill of the 8th East Surreys who, when he kicked a football
towards the German line at 7.30 am on that fateful day, wrote his name
into the folklore of the Great war.
At the beginning of April 1918 the Germans launched their final,
despairing attack, on the Allied lines. Operation 'Georgette' nearly
succeeded. However, the tenacity and bravery of the British and
Commonwealth troops repulsed the Germans and from then on they
were on a slippery slope to capitulation.
On 28 April 1918 remnants of the 18th Kings, who had been
severely knocked about earlier in the month, were furiously assaulted
by the German infantry. Bravely they managed to hold the line, but at
a cost, for it is now believed that during this scrap John William Jones
received his fatal injuries. John was taken to a nearby Casualty Clearing
Station where he succumbed to his wounds on 30 April. He was
27-years old.
Sadly, a note on John's file at the Commonwealth War Graves
Office indicates that John's wife, Eleanor, living at 59 Hoole Road,
Chester, died shortly after him aged 24. It is said in the family that she
died of a broken heart.

157

Private John William Jones

John William Jones, Private No. 23056
18th Battalion, the The King’s (Liverpool Regiment)
(2nd Liverpool Pals)
Died of wounds, Tuesday, 30 April 1918 Age 27.
He is buried in Esquelbecq Military Cemetery, Nord, France. I.B.21.

John William Jones’ headstone in Esquelbecq Military Cemetery, Nord, France.
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Private John William Jones

John William Jones’ Awards

The 1914 –1915 Star

The British War Medal
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The Victory Medal

Dedicated to the Memory of Oliver Middleton
In the days when policemen pounded the beat in the dead of
night, P.C. Bailey of Leftwich had been on his for over five hours when,
at 3.45 am on 13 February 1915, while looking forward to breakfast
and a warm bed, he spotted a cyclist riding along London Road
without lights. As it neared him he stepped-out of the shadows giving
16-year old Oliver Middleton, an engine cleaner from Moulton, quite a
shock. His excuse was that he had filled his lamp with fuel when he set
off, but it had leaked-out through a hole in the bottom. After feeling
the lamp and finding it stone-cold, P.C. Bailey charged Oliver who
appeared in front of the magistrates at Northwich Police Court some
10 days later. He was fined 2s.6d. Three years on, his young life was
extinguished while attacking a small village in the north of France.
He was a bright young man. In summer 1910, in standard VI at
Moulton Council School, he was awarded a £5 book prize for his good
work. Born on 11 January 1899 he lived with his parents at Hillside
Farm on the outskirts of Moulton. Sometime later the family moved
into the village to live at 12 Chapel Street.
Oliver enlisted at Northwich and joined the 5th Battalion, the
Cheshire Regiment. Later he was transferred to the 1st Battalion,
Somerset Light Infantry. His name was recorded on both the School
and Parish Rolls of Honour in 1915.
On 14 April 1918, his battalion was ordered to take the village of
Riez Du, northeast of Loos, attacking at 6.30 pm from a position on the
La Bassée Canal. The Battalion War Diary records:
The village will be taken at all costs, and every man in the Battalion will be
used to obtain this object if necessary....
... 6.30pm – in position north of the Canal. Creeping barrage started. Very
accurate machine gun fire by Germans – advance held up. Captain Osborne
MC led two Companies in rushes at the enemy machine guns. Aided by our
artillery and machine guns, troops entered the village and house to house
fighting took place. Many Germans dead. Germans counter attacked on the
Eastern outskirts of the village but were beaten back. Whole objective
achieved.

It was during this action that Oliver Middleton lost his life.
After the war Oliver's father lived in Walsall, Staffordshire.

Authors note:
If Oliver Middleton's date of birth (18 January 1899) is correct then in April 1918
he would have been 19-years old, not 20 as recorded in the official records and
on his grave. Additionally, as his name is shown on both the School and Parish
Rolls of Honour in May and July of 1915 he could only have been 16 when he
convinced the recruiting Sergeant at Northwich that he was old enough to
accept the King's shilling. A very brave young man.
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Private Oliver Middleton

Oliver Middleton, Private No.204781
1st Battalion, Prince Albert’s (Somerset Light Infantry)
Killed in action Sunday, 14 April 1918. Age 20.
He is buried in Mont-Bernanchon British Cemetery
Gonneham, Pas de Calais, France. I.B.3.

Oliver Middleton’s headstone in Mont-Bernanchon British Cemetery
Gonneham, Pas de Calais, France.
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Private Oliver Middleton
Oliver Middleton’s Awards

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Oliver Middleton’s name is also commemorated on the
St. Mary’s War Memorial, Whitegate

The St. Mary’s War Memorial, Whitegate

162

Dedicated to the Memory of James Southern
The brothers, James and Thomas Southern, both perished in the
Great War. Thomas died in February 1917 at Ploegsteert in southern
Belgium and James, just after hostilities ceased, in Salonica. A
dedication to Thomas is included earlier in these pages. James and
Thomas were the sons of Peter Henry and Elizabeth Southern who, in
the years straddling the centuries, lived successively in Main Road and
School Lane. Peter was a Marston man and earned his living as a Salt
Boiler with one of the local Salt Companies.
James was born on 25 August 1892 and attended Moulton
Council School. Aside from his brother Thomas, he had two sisters,
Rachel and Elizabeth. Some years prior to the outbreak of war the
family left Moulton to live in Weaver Street, Winsford. However, in the
Electoral Rolls of 1914, Peter Henry is shown as having moved back to
the village and living at 5 School Lane.
In June 1914 James married his sweetheart Mary Ann Weedall at
Christ Church, Winsford. They then rented a house at 1 Done Fields,
Wharton, Winsford and quickly produced two children, James Junior
and William. It was from Done Fields that James enlisted in the
Cheshire Regiment in 1916.
From June 1916, James served with the 2nd Battalion in Salonica
and it was here, just after the Armistice, that he died of wounds in a
British Hospital in Greece. He was 26-years old. Mikra cemetery, in
which James lies, contains the graves of many soldiers who were
brought in from other cemeteries in the locality.
It is extremely sad to record that on 5 December 1918 Mary Ann
Southern completed a return to the Winsford Urban District Council. In
it she records that her husband James is still serving in Salonica after 2
years 5 months. Three days after Mary submitted the report James was
dead*.
*The return completed by Mary Ann Southern gives her husband’s regiment as
'Labour Corps' and his Regimental number as 529446? It may well be that this
was out-dated information or, alternatively, James may have been transferred
to the Labour Corps sometime after his arrival in Salonica. In any case, his grave
stone shows him in the 2nd Cheshire's.
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Private James Southern

James Southern, Private No. 32815
2nd Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment
Died of wounds, Sunday, 8 December 1918. Age 26.
He is buried in Mikra British Cemetery, Kalamaria, Greece. 857

James Southern’s headstone in Mikra British Cemetery, Kalamaria, Greece.
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Private James Southern
James Southern’s Awards

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating Private James Southern’s name

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
165

Private James Southern

Christ Church War Memorial,
Wharton, Winsford

Winsford Town War Memorial
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Dedicated to the Memory of Dan Tomlinson
On an August day in 1918, Dan Tomlinson's only daughter Ethel,
was given a little card to complete by her mother Florence. She
planned to include it in the next letter or parcel to her husband. Sitting
at the table with the card partially written, Ethel heard a knock at the
door. Standing on the step of their little cottage was a telegraph boy…
Dan Tomlinson enlisted in the Cheshire Regiment at the beginning
of hostilities. Before going to war he worked at Brunner and Monds
alkali producing works at Lostock, Northwich. He was born on 19 April
1882 at 15 Chapel Street, Moulton. Married to Florence, they had three
children Albert, Harold and Ethel.
On the 1881 Census Dan's parents William, a bricklayer, and Ann
are shown as having three children, Agnes (13) Martha (7) and Edith (7
months). William's age is given as 37 and Ann's as 24. As Ann's age is
confirmed on the 1891 Census (34) there is a mystery as to the
parentage of Agnes and possibly Martha. An explanation is that Ann
was William's second wife, or they could have been the children of
relatives staying with them. The mystery deepens, for on the 1891
Census Agnes (who may well have married by then), Martha (17) and
Edith (8) do not appear. However, Dan (8), Florence (6) and Albert (1)
are recorded. At this time the family are living at 8 Chapel Lane,
Moulton.
Before serving on the Western Front, Dan was with the
Mediterranean Force. In a letter to Mr Winstanly of the Red Lion Hotel,
he notes there was not much fighting, but what there was had been
heavy. In the 1915 Parish and School Rolls of Honour, Dan is listed as
serving with the 12th Cheshire's. He was promoted through the ranks
until, in June 1917, he was commissioned as a Second-Lieutenant with
The King's Liverpool Regiment.
On 10 August 1918, just three months before the end of the war,
Dan was in trenches at Ayette, ten miles south of Arras, when a
message needed to be delivered to the battalion on his flank. As his
orderly was on other duties, he decided to walk the trench and deliver
the communication himself. This was no big deal to Dan, for he had
come up through the ranks and possibly, thought that he needed to
stretch his legs anyway. It was the greatest mistake of his life. As he
walked along the line he was sniped. He was rushed to the Casualty
Clearing Station at Anzin-St Aubin were he succumbed to his wounds.
Dan Tomlinson was 36-years old.
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Second-Lieutenant Dan Tomlinson

Second-Lieutenant Dan Tomlinson
1st Battalion, The King’s (Liverpool Regiment)
Killed in action, Saturday, 10 August 1918. Age 36.
His buried in Anzin-St. Aubin Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. IV.D.24.

Second-Lieutenant Dan Tomlinson’s headstone in Ansin-St. Aubin Cemetery
Pas de Calais, France.
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Second-Lieutenant Dan Tomlinson
Dan Tomlinson’s Awards

The 1914 –1915 Star

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating
Second-Lieutenant Dan Tomlinson’s name

The memorial tablet in Moulton Methodist Church.
169

Second-Lieutenant Dan Tomlinson

Brunner Mond War Memorial, Winnington.

Brunner Mond War Memorial, Lostock.
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Then, Sergeant, later Second-Lieutenant, Dan Tomlinson with members of his family

Second-Lieutenant Dan Tomlinson
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Dedicated to the Memory of Peter Wakefield, M.M.
Peter Wakefield was a brave soldier who died on the Loos
battlefield on 25 June 1918, aged 37. Prior to the outbreak of war he
worked as a shiftman at Brunner Mond's Lostock works and lived with
his wife Elizabeth and their eight children at Whortons Court,
Northwich.
Peter was born in 1880 at 35 Regent Street, Moulton and is listed
on the 1881 Census with his parents, Peter and Mary and their two
daughters, Elizabeth (5) and Mary (3). By 1891, aged 11, he was living
at 65 Regent Street with his Aunt and Uncle, Charles and Martha Such.
Maybe by then, the small two-up and two-down terrace at No.35, had
become too small for the expanding Wakefield family.
On 19 November 1914 Peter enlisted at Northwich and was
posted to the 3rd Battalion, The East Lancashire Regiment at Fort Laira,
Plymouth. After completing his training early in 1915, he was
transferred to the regiment's 8th Battalion at Bournemouth. In March
the battalion moved to Salisbury Plain to join the 112th Brigade, 37th
Division. Shortly afterwards they were ordered to the Western Front
and it was here, at Pozieres, in July 1916, on the killing fields of the
Somme, that Peter's bravery was acknowledged by the award of the
Military Medal.
At 9.20 am on 15 July 1916 the 8th Battalion assembled on the
Contalmaison-–La Boisselle road. A heavy mist lay over the ground
heralding a bright warm Saturday. The unit was much below strength,
owing to losses over previous days. As they advanced they were met
by heavy machine gun and shell fire from Germans occupying the
village of Pozieres. Men dropped like nine-pins until the remnants
were forced to dig in around the Chalk Pit. They were reinforced by
other units of the brigade and repulsed all attempts by the enemy to
shift them. At 6.0 pm they again attempted to take the village with the
same results. German machine gunners emerged from their deep
dugouts to pour a devastating fire into the advancing men. Finally the
Lancashire's dug in again, still 300-yards short of Pozieres. There they
stayed until relieved at 2.30 am the following morning. In this action
the 8th Battalion lost 365 casualties killed, wounded or missing.
In February 1917, in a letter to his wife, Sergeant Riley (Peter's
brother-in-law also of the East Lancs.), asked her to tell Peter that: “He
has got the Military Medal. It is in the 'Gazette', so it is all right”. The
citation reads:
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For bravery in front of the enemy on 14/15th July 1916. With the aid of two
other men he brought back a wounded comrade, under heavy fire, after he
had dressed the man's wounds.

During this action at Pozieres, Peter was slightly wounded in the
arm. In August 1916 he was discharged from the Army to work on
essential munitions at Lostock*. Peter remained in his 'reserved
occupation' until the spring of 1918 when he was recalled to his
regiment's 1st Battalion serving in France.
On the night of 25 June 1918, the East Lancs. were positioned in
front line trenches to the north of Bethune in the Floris sub-sector.
Orders were received to the effect that 'D' Company were to carry out
a night attack on the enemy line opposite. Object: 'To take prisoners
for intelligence purposes'. Before going over the top Peter asked his
friend to look after his epaulettes, cap badge, wallet and pocket book
saying 'You never know what may happen'.
At 1 am two officers and 50 men of 'D' Company climbed out of
their trenches and, under cover of a creeping barrage, assaulted the
German trench system opposite. Enemy machine guns were
neutralised and four prisoners taken. When the raiding party returned
to their own trenches Peter Wakefield was not among those who
answered their names at roll call. His body was never recovered and
he is commemorated on the Loos Memorial to the missing at Pas de
Calais. John Kipling, son of the poet Rudyard, and Fergus Bowes-Lyon,
brother of the Queen Mother, are also listed on the same Memorial.
After the war Peter's wife Elizabeth re-married and became Mrs
William (Bill) Gandy. The newly married couple and their ready-made
family went to live in Barrymore Road, Weaverham, Northwich.
For some unaccountable reason Peter's name is not shown on
Brunner Mond's Lostock or Winnington War Memorials. Neither is he
listed on Moulton Council School's Roll of Honour.
*The Brunner Mond site at Lostock, Northwich manufactured Alkali
products in huge quantities. Generally these were as lethal as a bag of flour.
However, during the Great War modifications were made to the Ammonia
Soda process there to enable part of the plant to produce Nitrate of Ammonia,
an essential ingredient in the production of High Explosives.
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Private Peter Wakefield, M.M.

Peter Wakefield, M.M., Private No. 17379
1st Battalion, The East Lancashire Regiment
Killed in action Tuesday, 25 June 1918. Age 37.
His name is commemorated on the Loos Memorial
Pas de Calais. France. Panel 65

The Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.
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Private Peter Wakefield, M.M.
Peter Wakefield’s Awards

The 1914 –1915 Star

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Other memorials commemorating
Private Peter Wakefield’s name

The Military Medal

The memorial tablet in
Moulton Methodist Church.

Northwich Town War Memorial
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Dedicated to the Memory of Arthur Frederick Wilkinson
Arthur Wilkinson, born in Northwich in 1893, was the son of
Frederick and Eliza Wilkinson.
He worked at the alkali producing factory of Brunner Mond &
Company, Winnington. He enlisted at Chester in the 11th Battalion,
the Cheshire Regiment. Just before he was drafted to the front,
Arthur married his sweetheart, Annie, and they settled down to live
at 26 Church Street, Moulton.
In the spring of 1917 Arthur was posted to his battalion, then
serving on the Western Front. The 13th Battalion was involved in
many battles including Messines in June and Third Ypres in July and
August.
In March and early April 1918, during Ludendorff's operation
'Georgette' spring offensive, the 13th Battalion fought on the
Somme at St. Quentin and Bapaume. Between 6 and 9 April, Albert
found himself involved in the Battle of the River Lys and, on 20
April, he was killed in action. He was 26-years old.
His body was never recovered from the fields of Flanders and
his name is now commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial to the
Missing at Zonnebeke, Belgium, one of the 34,957 names of the
fallen with no known grave. As recounted in Jack Maddock's
dedication Tyne Cot Cemetery, is the largest of all Commonwealth
War Grave Cemeteries with 11,856 burials, 101 special memorials
and the Memorial records the names of 34,957 of the missing of
the British Empire who fell in the Ypres Salient from 16 August 1917
to the end of the war, and who have no known graves.
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Private Arthur Frederick Wilkinson

Arthur Frederick Wilkinson, Private No. 244767
11th Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment
Killed in action Sunday, 20 April 1918. Age 26.
His name is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing
Zonnebeke, West Flanders, Belgium. Panel 63.

The Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing, Zonnebeke, West Flanders, Belgium
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Private Arthur Frederick Wilkinson
Arthur Frederick Wilkinson’s Awards

The 1914 –1915 Star

The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

Private Arthur Frederick Wilkinson’s name is also commemorated on the
Brunner Mond Memorial, Winnington.

Brunner Mond War Memorial, Winnington.
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Private Arthur Frederick Wilkinson

Arthur and his wife Annie, settled down to live at 26 Church Street, Moulton.
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Field Marshal Haig leads British troops at the Victory Parade in Paris, in 1919
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